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Presidents Message

The driving season is well underway and we have
not had a flood or continuous rain time yet. There
appears to be a very good season for hay with some
rain and lots of sunshine at the right times. Our
horses are fit and eager to please.
There was a drive announced at Upper Canada
Village which was organized by the Eastern Ontario
Miniature Horse Club and they kindly invite
EOPDS to join them. I arrived on Saturday
morning and could find no one. After some
searching, I located someone from Upper Canada
who thought the EOMHC group had cancelled the
night before. I could find no one from EOPDS
either so was happy when the Upper Canada fellow
told me to go ahead and drive.
We had a lovely time driving all over the village
without any interference from people inside. I
strongly recommend that if we get another
opportunity to drive inside this wonderful park
everyone should take advantage of it.
Then there was Ferguson Forest. Thanks to
Regina’s efforts at organizing and her pizza
ordering skills we so I had a great time and ate
well.
Wendy was busy snapping pictures which you will
see in this newsletter.
I think we have had a great start to the driving
season and I am sure there are many more drives to
look forward to.

I am touring the Maritimes right now and enjoying
the lobster.
On to the Canadian Classic in Reach Huron.

Bill Gardner
President - E.O.P.D.S.

Designing Cones Obstacle Courses
by Margaret Monnelly
Photos: Courtesy of Patrick Monnelly & Ian Mulligan

Cones obstacle competitions are currently an important
component of any pleasure driving show or combined
driving event (CDE). Traditionally, the only classes
offered at fairs or small club events were pleasure
driving turnout, reinsmanship and working horse.
Common to all three classes was performing in a grass
ring of varying dimensions, depending on the location of
the show.

Enter the era of cones obstacle classes. These classes
first made their appearance in CDEs, soon to be
followed in Equine Canada and American Driving
Society-sanctioned pleasure driving shows.

This article explains the story behind the design of a
timed obstacle course.

Types of Cones Courses

Cones courses are fun to drive and are spectator friendly.
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There are seven different types of cones obstacle classes,
some based on speed such as timed obstacles, others
emphasising precision like progressive obstacles.

Drivers compete individually through a series of
numbered obstacles placed in a dressage-size arena.
Their merit points are easily calculated on the number of
obstacles that are driven without knocking down the
tennis ball on each cone. The championship results of
any show are often greatly enhanced or altered by the
results in the cones classes, particularly in CDEs.

Considerations

The designer will draw the courses on paper during the
weeks preceding a show, which is often held in a distant
venue. Before designing a course, several considerations
need to be taken into account including:

• the competition divisions;
• the level of driving experience among the expected
drivers;
• suitable space availability;
• the number of volunteers;
• the show schedule; and
• the number of days allowed for the show.

Ideally, two judges and a technical delegate are needed
to officiate at a two-day pleasure driving show.

Construction and Equipment

Necessary equipment for a course includes:

• dressage letters;
• a 60-metre measuring tape;
• an engineer’s measuring wheel;
• telescopic cones measuring sticks which are easy to
carry and use;
• an abundance of fade-resistant orange sport cones;
• bright yellow weighted marker balls for placement on
top of each cone;
• a set of easy-to-use clearly printed paired numbers
from one to twenty; and
• start/finish signs.

Numbering systems for cones obstacles can be labour
intensive to use. Numbered sleeves on the cones or free-
standing number signs allow for faster set up and save
space in the arena.

Time efficiency is critical in course design, particularly
as both the number of shows and available volunteers are
declining. Obstacles should be easily constructed of
readily moveable elements. Due to the variety of
carriages used in pleasure driving shows, time-based
obstacles should be set at a common clearance of 80
inches to accommodate wide variations in wheel track
measurements. The number of obstacles should be kept
to 10, augmented by one or two multiple obstacles such
as a zigzag.

In pleasure driving shows, when the entries are large and
many drivers are experienced, the measurements will
follow the rule book suggestions. Numbers should be
easy to place and highly visible to the competitor and the
judge. Each obstacle in a prescribed course must be
numbered consecutively, marked red on the right and
white on the left. Familiarity with the pleasure driving
rule book is a must.

Obstacles based on precision driving require specific
measurements for each carriage wheel track, which
involves a change of cones measurement for each
competitor. This type of obstacle course requires more
performance time and volunteers.

Design

Once the show information is assembled, the design can
begin. Good cones course design can be based on the
elements of dressage tests. Without the basics of driven
dressage in place, it will be difficult to drive obstacles
correctly in competition. The ability to be smooth and
accurate is in the dressage driving and has a direct
bearing on the results of the cones competition. Drivers
should be able to see the next pair of cones in a circle or
a route that would be taken in a dressage test.

Ideally, the event has an arena that is 80 metres long and
40 metres wide. The course can be built around the basic
components of the obstacles – a circle, deviation,
serpentine or zigzag. With careful attention to spacing
and measurement, all these elements can be used to
design a driveable cones course.

Safety is an issue in cones course design so the obstacles
have to be set sufficiently apart that drivers can make
safe turns.
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Finally, the course is ready for testing. There can be 10
obstacles, including a 25- to 30-metre circle, a zigzag
and a deviation.

As a tactile person, I always like to drive my courses
before sending them to the show organizer. Inevitably,
one finds details that need alteration. Following a short
review, a more challenging course may emerge from the
original plan. In my area, I have had the good fortune to
be able to use a driving dressage arena for my field tests.

Annual General Meeting (AGM)
by Wendy Huckabone

The Annual General meeting was held on March 2, 2018
at Pierces Corners Hall in Pierces Corners, Ontario. The
hall was a very nice area with lots of parking and a nice
kitchen. There were 23 people in attendance and all
pitched in to help set up and take down after the meeting
– I would like to thank everyone for their help as it made

things go very quickly,
thank you again. We had
a get together for about
an hour then had the
AGM conducted by the
president, Bill Gardner
(pictured). It was
decided that the AGM
for 2018 will be held in
November of 2018.
After the meeting a
potluck meal was had
and enjoyed by all.
Everyone helped with

the cleanup and everyone headed home.
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Announcements

The website has also been reorganized to perform as a
pathway for new and experienced equestrians alike.
When members, and future members, visit
https://ontarioequestrian.ca/ they’ll see a more
streamlined design and user experience. The more
concise navigation and content will help users get to the
information they need quickly and easily.

Note that EOPDS has a Facebook page that
can be reached at:

https://www.facebook.com/EOPDS

NOTICE: Limerick Forest now has some trails
which are wide enough for carriage driving.
The main paved road through the forest is
Forsythe Road. Typhair Trail (it is also a 911
route) runs off of Forsythe to Cooper Road. It is
wide enough for a carriage, and closer to the
Cooper end there are wide cross trails, recently
built. Worth checking out!

Some Carriage Clubs in Ontario and Western
Quebec

Eastern Ontario Pleasure Driving Society
http://www.eopds.ca/

Ontario Carriage Driving Association
http://66.49.173.199/Drive%20Ontario/OCDA-
Home.htm

Tri-County Carriage Association
http://66.49.173.199/Drive%20Ontario/TCCAEvents
.htm

Eastern Ontario Miniature Horse Club
http://easternontariominiaturehorseclub.ca/

St-Lazare Carriage Driving Club
http://www.attelagestlazare.org/
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Out and About

Social Drive at Ferguson Forest
Kemptville, Ontario
by Wendy Huckabone

On June 9, 2018, 12 members got together for a social
drive and pizza get together. Seven (hitches) went for a
drive in the Ferguson Forest Station. The weather was
grand and few bugs but bug spray was used just in
case….. After the drive pizza was enjoyed by all as well
as enjoyable conservation. A special thanks to the
organizer Regina Loubier for all of her work. Definitely,
our club must say thank you to Ferguson Forest for again
allowing us to use the Ferguson Forest Station.

The Ferguson Forest travellers – (Standing- Left to Right) - Mickie Moir,
Regina Loubier (organizer), Bill Gardner (President), Francine Portenier,
James Currie, Maney McNeil, Mary Mulligan, Ian Mulligan, Bonnie Driscoll,
Jim Flewitt (Sitting- Left to Right) - Phyllis Begg, Brewster, Dawn Driscoll-
Flewitt
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EOPDS Calendar of Events 2018*
DATE EVENT LOCATION CONTACT
July 15 SLCDC Dressage and X-Country Hudson, Quebec Diane Goyette 1-514-476-2172 info@attelagestlazare.org

July 20 - 22 Lorenzo Driving Competition
Lorenzo State Historic Site, Cazenovia,
New York USA

Lisa Shotzburger 484-942-5750 fredshotz@yahoo.com
http://lorenzodriving.com/

July 21 OVLHA Horse Show
Richmond Fair Grounds, Richmond,
ON

info@ovlha.com http://www.ovlha.com

July 21 EOPDS Social Drive Crysler Park, Ontario
Wendy Huckabone email:
wendy.huckabone@ripnet.com / 613-258-2961

Aug 2 EOPDS Social Drive
Greg Williams Farm, Carsonby,
Ontario

Wendy Huckabone email:
wendy.huckabone@ripnet.com / 613-258-2961

Aug 9 - 12 Navan Fair Navan, Ontario
https://www.navanfair.com or navanfair@bellnet.ca or
613-835-2766

Aug 10 - 12 Williamstown Fair Williamstown, Ontario
http://williamstownfair.ca/ or
bev.runions@williamstownfair.ca

Aug 10 - 12 Merrickville Fair Merrickville, Ontario
Rose Lamingman 613-269-4402 or
merrickvillefairboard.vpweb.ca

Aug 11 SLCDC Obstacles cones course practical day Saint-Lazare, Quebec Diane Goyette 1-514-476-2172 info@attelagestlazare.org

Aug 16 - 19 South Mountain Fair South Mountain, Ontario
http://www.southmountainfair.ca or
info@southmountainfair.ca or 613-989-3815

Aug 18 Pakenham Horse Show Pakenham, Ontario Janet Noyes-Brown email: janetnb@storm.ca

Aug 19 - 20 EOPDS Driving Clinic –
Clinician Nicole Cable

Mian Farm, Manotick, Ontario Mary Mulligan 613-692 3296 /
mianfarm@xplornet.com

Aug 25 SLCDC Obstacles courses practical day Saint-Lazare, Quebec Diane Goyette 1-514-476-2172 info@attelagestlazare.org

Aug 30 – Sept 3 Shawville Fair Shawville, Quebec
http://www.shawvillefair.ca or info@shawvillefair.ca
or 819-647-3213

Sept 1 Upper Canada Village Horse Lovers Weekend Morrisburg. Ontario
1-800-437-2233 or 613-543-4328 or
http://www.uppercanadavillage.com

Sept 6 - 9 Spencerville Fair Spencerville,Ontario http://www.spencervillefair.ca

Sept 7-9 Villa Louis Carriage Classic - pleasure-driving event Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin USA
Mike Rider, 608-326-4436, info@carriageclassic.com or
www.CarriageClassic.com
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EOPDS Calendar of Events 2018*
DATE EVENT LOCATION CONTACT

Sept 12 EOPDS Social Drive Mian Farm, Manotick, Ontario
Mary Mulligan 613-692 3296 /
mianfarm@xplornet.com

Sept 13 - 16 Richmond Fair Richmond, Ontario Tel: 613-838-3420 or richmondfair@sympatico.ca
Sept 15 TCCA Fall Combined Test Show Paris Fairgrounds, Ontario https://www.tricountycarriage.com
Sept 20 - 23 Carp Fair Carp, Ontario www.carpfair.ca or info@carpfair.ca

Sept 27 - 30 Metcalfe Fair Metcalfe, Ontario www.metcalfefair.com or metfair@bellnet.ca

Sept 29 - 30 SLCDC TREC Initiation CLINIC Roxton Ponds, Quebec Diane Goyette 1-514-476-2172 info@attelagestlazare.org

Oct 2 - 7 The National Drive
Hoosier Horse Park, Edinburgh,
Indiana USA

Linda Sadler, 1-217-621-7845 (leave msg) or email
TheNationalDrive@gmail.com

Oct 13 EOPDS Social Drive
Fairstead Stables, 2950 County Road
20, Kemptville, Ontario K0G 1J0

Terry Olmstead 613-258-1472 /
fairsteadstable@gmail.com

Oct 19 – 20 ? Martin’s Fall Auction
80 Rocherty Rd, Lebanon,
Pennsylvania USA 17042

717-354-6671 or http://www.martinauctioneers.com/

Nov 2 - 11 Royal Winter Fair
Exhibition Place, Toronto, Ontario,
Canada M6K 3C3

http://www.royalfair.org/ or info@royalfair.org
416-263-3400

Nov TBD
2018 EOPDS Annual General Meeting & Potluck
AGM to start at 6pm

TBD TBD

Dec TBD EOPDS Christmas Social TBD TBD

Other Driving Clubs event webpages (includes socials) listed as a courtesy: TCCA - https://www.tricountycarriage.com/events.html
SLCDC - http://www.attelagestlazare.org/e-activities.html (English)

http://www.attelagestlazare.org/activites.html (French)
EOMHC - http://easternontariominiaturehorseclub.ca/events/list/

OCDA - http://www.carriagedriving.ca/events_2018/

*EOPDS Dates & Venues subject to change
EOPDS: Eastern Ontario Pleasure Driving Society OCDA: Ontario Carriage Driving Association TCCA: Tri-County Carriage Driving Association CAA: Carriage Association of America
OVLHA: Ottawa Valley Light Horse Association SLCDC: St. Lazare Carriage Driving Club EOMHC - Eastern Ontario Miniature Horse Club TBD: To Be Determined
TBA: To Be Announced * - date not confirmed
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Classifieds

(Please note that classifieds will be kept in newsletter for
four issues or removed by seller if requested)

For Sale: - 2 wheels, metal cart, metal shafts are fixed,
padded seat & backrest, motorcycle wheels. Also
included: spare motorcycle tire tube, metal slow moving
vehicle sign, spare bolts for wheels, collapsible stand.
Width of cart at wheel bumpers: 49 inches
Width at narrowest part of shafts: 22 inches
Shaft length to cart: ~87.5 inches
Total length: 11 feet
$1,200
Contact: Jennifer Sigouin 613-862-2707 or email at
rbluetrooper@gmail.com


