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Presidents Message
Greetings,
Change is inevitable. I think everyone has learned that in
a big way in these past few years.
We had a great AGM with a delicious meal, catered by
the Marlborough Pub. It was great to see everyone again
and it gives me hope for our next driving season.
I would like to welcome two new board members to the
board of directors, Judy Stevenson, and Chantal
Lafleche.

Merry Christmas!!!
and

This year I would like to bring some new ideas and
events to our club. Some educational, challenging, and
competitive.

Happy New Year!!!

With the scheduling of social drives, I hope members
will take advantage of these outings as the more drivers
we have, the more fun they are.

To all our Members, their Families
and Friends

I would love to hear your ideas and what you think will
make next season a fun and exciting one.

Happy Holidays!!!
Everyone!
Hope to see YOU in the New Year!

Our first board meeting will be after the new year, and I
will fill you in with the details after that.
Change is inevitable. There will be challenges to go with
change. I look forward to a fun and safe driving season.
---------------------------

Merry Christmas

Terry Olmstead
President - E.O.P.D.S.
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2021 Fall Fun Day
by Hilary Beaty
This fall my friend Susan and I, decided to have an
Obstacle Fun day. The object of the day was to get
people out with their horses to do something new and
challenging and have fun. A hand full of people, friends
and neighbours, were invited to attend. Riders, drivers,
horses, ponies, donkeys, anyone could attend.
Attendance was limited and governed by Covid-19 rules.
I have put on events like this in the last few years, with
the goal of teaching your horse to drive. The classes
start off on the ground leading, and working up to line
driving and actually driving with a vehicle. This year’s
event was to include riders as well. It ended up being a
beautiful sunny but cool day. We had 13 participants
and 40 spectators. So, a great day overall.
There were 4 classes that included different obstacles
and activities from 7 disciplines: pleasure driving, draft,
hunting, jumping, dressage, western, extreme cowboy
and just made-up stuff. The classes progressed in skill
and difficulty. Here is a brief summary of the classes;
1. Obstacles – to be lead around a course of obstacles
(ring a bell, go through noodles, stand between cones as
if in a trailer, trot over rails, go under hanging plastic car
wash, stand on 3’x3’ box, over a bridge, turn a flag
merry-go-round).
2. Working Obstacles – to be lead, line driven or ridden
around a course of obstacles (drag a log through zig-zag
cones, walk over teeter totter bridge, up and down a hill,
jump a small X, water puddle, open gate with hunting
whip, back through zig-zag poles, walk on skinny ramp,
side pass over rail).
3.
Cones – to be ridden or driven through course of
con s. Cones set 20cm larger than wheels, or 1m apart
for riders.
4. Super Reinsmanship – to be ridden or driven preset
pattern.
I used my over 40 years of experience, showing and
riding, to come up with some fun and safety oriented
activities to do with our animals. My opinion is that the
more you do with your animals, the better they will be in
your major activity.
It would be nice to see more events like this within the
club and maybe have an overall participation awards at
the end of the year. It might also encourage more people
to consider driving their animals. If anyone wants to
host a similar event and would like some help organizing
it, I have lots of ideas and many portable obstacles.
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P.S. on Dec. 4th, Santa Claus Parade is in Morrisburg.
It will start at 11am. There is parking at Canadian Tire
for trailers. Hilary and Larry will have Pablo and
Timothy there. Hope to see you there too.
Merry Christmas from Long Sault Long Ears!

Susan and Echo line driving the cones class.

Riders going past Flag Merry-Go-Round.
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Hilary with Pablo and Franky doing Cones class.

Hilary and Reba doing Super Reinsmanahip class.

Larry and Timothy doing Super Reinsmanship class.

Larry and Timothy doing Cones class.

Eventful beyond my wildest imaginings.
by Pat Wolfe
This Covid year has been eventful beyond my wildest
imaginings. Right now, I have Emmeline and Rose with
Jane’s three minis on a new property, our chickens and
Mia the barn cat on our old property, and Jane and I and
Rascal the dog and Winston the house rabbit in a small
apartment in Middleville. This wasn’t how it was
supposed to work.
We decided to downsize just before Covid hit, and we
sold Butternut Farm, but before we could have our new
farmhouse, barn and drive shed built on 16 acres near
Hopetown, everything changed, Suddenly building
materials because impossible to find. Many sawmills
and factories closed and others reduced staff to keep
workers a safe distance from each other. Then many
people unexpectedly working from home or out of work
with time on their hands began doing the home
renovations they’d put off for years. So not only were
more people wanting materials, and fewer materials
available, but prices skyrocketed.
Suddenly we found ourselves without a home, and our
animals without shelter. Our new house was delayed by
months. With no drive shed and barn our horses were
out in the field at the new property which luckily we’d
fenced. However, with temperatures falling, and snow
on the way, we were in big trouble. Water supply was a
big tank I was able to fill at our old farm, and truck over
to the new property, fine until the water froze. Then I
cracked a rib. All I can say is thank God for good
friends!
So all in all this year has been an interesting one, and not
over yet. We still have hopes of moving by Christmas
and the barn is now on its way to completion, but it’s

Page 3

Edition 187

http://www.eopds.ca

been quite the ride. Our new farm is at 377 Pretty Drive
near Hopetown. While waiting for the house, I built a
driving ring for practicing cones and dressage. And
there are interesting places to ride and drive on and
around the property, and over a bridge on the Clyde
River. So after Covid, come for a drive, or just a visit.
Keep safe everyone, and I hope we can resume our
drives in the spring. And Merry Christmas!

The picture is of our barn as of today December 10, 2021.
Maybe it will be finished soon

Getting your driving horse fit after a long
layoff
by Pat Wolfe
When a horse has been at rest for a long time, it takes
many months to get him fit again. Covid has taken a toll
on our horses: they have been inactive with little or no
work for too long. The big problem is that they’ve lost
muscle tone and have probably gained weight. If you
want to show next summer, now is the time to begin
conditioning! Here’s the nine week plan I use.
There are three walking strides a driving horse should
have: slow walk, working walk, and lengthened walk.
Week One: I start slowly and in hand, walking at a very
slow pace. Hand walking is great because you can see
the stride the horse is making simply by looking at his
tracks. Look at where the front foot leaves the ground
and where the back foot lands. At a slow walk, the back
footprint will be immediately behind the front footprint.
This slow walking exercise can be done every time you
walk your horse from the barn to the paddock. At least
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five times in this first week you will want to slow walk
for half an hour.
Week Two: After one week of walking at a slow pace,
pick up the stride to where the horse is tracking.
Tracking means the back foot will land where the front
foot was. This is called a working walk. Do this
working walk for a week.
Week Three: Push your horse with a crop and get him to
lengthen his stride to where his back foot lands in front
of the print of his front foot.
Week Four: Push him at a walk as hard as you can to get
the longest reach possible before he breaks into a trot.
From now on, every time you lead your horse at a walk,
it doesn’t matter where or when, make him walk as fast
as he can. This process builds muscle and promotes
stretching at the same time. And guess what? This is
also good for you.
Now’s the time to hitch and at this point, our horses need
more energy, so I feed whole oats.
Week Five, hitched, you will want to push your horse on
at the fast walking pace (the lengthened walk) you’ve
built up to, without breaking into a trot. Hills are
excellent for getting a horse fit. This fast walking is also
good for building stamina. Keep this “long stride
walking” up for a week.
Week Six is a week of slow trotting. Same as for slow
walking, the back footprint will be immediately behind
the front footprint.
Week Seven: Go from a slow trot to a working trot
which is where the back foot lands on top of the front
footprint, the same as happens in the working walk. Do
this for a short distance and then repeat the slow trot
again. Half an hour a day (15 minutes at a working trot
and 15 transitioning down to a slow trot) would be good
timing. After a week of transitioning back and forth,
you should be able to keep up the half hour at a working
trot through Week Eight.
Week Nine: Now it’s time to push him into a strong trot.
This is where the back foot lands in front of the front
foot track, the same as in the lengthened walk. Repeat
transitioning again: strong trot for a short distance and
then back to a working trot. Your horse will be fit and
ready for the next show season when he can hold a
strong trot for a good 10 minutes.
Once my horses are fit, I like to drive them five miles 4
times a week. When I’m doing the five miles, I ask for
all gaits.
I know we’re not supposed to do this, but I push my
horses as fast as they can go down grade and towards
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home. With home and stable in mind, this is when they
will really stretch and fly. Both of my horses have an
over-stride of 20 to 24 inches when they’re fit.
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of help from you, the members, to make that happen more will follow in the new year.
After the AGM there was a luncheon that due to Covid19 could not be our regular pot-luck, was supplied by
owners Jason Moore and Steve Moffatt and staff from
Marlborough Pub and Eatery. They created lovely
wraps and salads for the meal; EOPDS supplied drinks
and desserts (lovely treats - I enjoyed a couple of these).
Thank you to all who helped setup for a Christmas spirit
and all those who helped to clean up after the meeting
and luncheon/party.

Here Sonny is doing a strong trot with a 20 inch over-stride.
Note that all four feet are off the ground. He’s pushing and
gliding.

Annual General Meeting (AGM)
Well we finally were able to get together for a social.
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) and for fun an
Ugly Christmas Sweater Party was held Saturday
November 13, 2021 at Marlborough Community Centre
(Pierce's Corners Hall). Boy, was there some interesting
sweaters there; talented people out there that is for sure.
The AGM was held first. There were some changes to
the board members. Our President, Bill Gardner,
stepped down and Terry Olmstead became our president
for 2022 - 2023. Regina Loubier who had stepped up to
wear three hats during the past couple of years , asked
that someone take over the vice-president job which was
kindly taken over by Margaret Monnelly. We welcomed
two members to become new board members, Chantal
Laflechè and Judy Stevenson. Bill Gardner was
awarded a couple of tokens as a thank you for his service
to the club.
The club is looking into a few things as events for the
club in 2022 including the International Plowing Match
and Rural Expo being held in Kemptville, Ontario from
Tuesday, September 20 to Saturday, September 24,
2022. so keep watching the website as we will need a lot
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Announcements
Condolences:
Trishan (Shan) Kelso
Eastern Ontario Pleasure Driving Society Inc. extends
heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of
Trishan (Shan) Kelso, who passed away Wednesday
September 8th 2021. She leaves behind her husband of
57 years John and daughter Andrea of Ottawa.
Shan served on many committees’s and boards,
including the boards of the Ottawa Hospital and Carriage
Association of America. She was past president of the
Ontario Physiotherapy Association, Canadian
Physiotherapy Association and the Physiotherapy
Foundation of Canada. Shan's profession as
physiotherapist was at the Brockville General Hospital
where she worked for 34 years

Susan Mary Margaret Begg (nee Smith)
Sister-in-law of member Phyllis Begg
Suddenly passed away September 16, 2021 in a tragic
flying accident. She was arriving at the South River
Southridge Airpark for the next day's start of the annual
2021 Gold Cup Air Rally, with her friend and co-pilot
Asti Livingstone who she often travelled with. Susan
was a very experienced pilot and had organized this
same event in 2019. Beloved wife of 41 years to Alan
Begg. Proud and loving Mother to daughters Alanna
Collier (Keith) and Eryn Harding (Colin). Grandmother
to five.

Shan was a founding member and a life member of
Eastern Ontario Pleasure Driving Society Inc. The very
first meeting of EOPDS was held in the kitchen of Shan
Kelso.
In the early years of EOPDS Shan served as
secretary/treasurer and newsletter editor. Remaining as a
director in 1990 Shan was elected president and
continued on as the newsletter editor for a few more
years. Many social drives, Christmas parties and Board
meetings were hasted by the Kelso's
Shan was an honorary life director of CAA and EOPDS
became the first chapter of CAA formed outside of the
United States.
Shan had been brought up in the city. Driving a horse
was completely foreign to her;, marriage to John
changed that and they bought her first horse in 1967.
Shan was a Hackney lover and since 1970 showed a
hackney horse in singles and pairs. Although continuing
to participate in country fairs in the Ottawa Valley her
prime interest evolved in pleasure driving. Shan drove
her Hackney pair and later Standardbred pair to the
many antique vehicles she owned.
We at EOPDS thank Shan Kelso for all her hard work
and dedication put into forming and building this horse
club.
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Classifieds
(Please note that classifieds will be kept in newsletter for
four issues or removed by seller if requested)

For Sale: Meadowbrook Cart and Double harness
Cart as flex-shafts which are removable for transport,
flip-up seat for rear entry, wheels are 50”, shafts are 76”
long and 26” apart at the shoulders. Made by Keith
Donnelly of Brockville. Very smooth ride.
Harness is a complete double harness made of synthetic
leather with hames, to fit a warmblood/commercial size
horse. There are no collars with harness.
Asking $1500 for everything.
Please contact Cliff and Pat Young at (613) 926-5444.
Call or text.

For Sale: In and out cart, double seat.
Black metal Shafts will fit Morgan, Arabian or Cob
horse Never used - $550.00
email: marthaapbt7@gmail.com or 613-258-4394

For Sale: Driving bridle, bronze bit
Bronze accents on headband
Rolled leather over check
Will fit Morgan, Arabian or Cob Horse
Never used $250.00
email: marthaapbt7@gmail.com or 613-258-4394
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For Sale: Pole for Pair
Painted with black primer, ready to match your carriage.
The iron work looks like it could have been made by
Brewster Carriage NYC. Suitable for a carriage or
sleigh. Asking $225 CDN

includes delivery to Western Quebec or Eastern
Ontario locations
Contact John at 905-648-1344 or
e-mail: john_sat@hotmail.com
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For Sale: McLaughlin road cart
Professionally restored and never used.
All original parts, built circa 1900.
Painted in Brewster Green
48” wheels on rubber
Seat Cushion: horse hair covered in tan
Bedford cord
Original McLaughlin name plate
Suitable for 15-16 HH Horse
asking $1500 CDN

includes delivery to Western Quebec or Eastern
Ontario locations
Contact John at 905-648-1344 or
e-mail: john_sat@hotmail.com

Wanted: - Mini and/or small pony harness, carts or
wagons. Will repair if required. Contact 613-292-6805
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For Sale: - Cart - Wheels: 50.5" 57" apart
Shaft is 69" 38" at the widest 9" at the narrowest
Seat width 41"
Suitable for Clyde cross
Asking price $ 1,800.00
Contact Nadja Davidson at 613-836-2755 or
e-mail: nadja5@sympatico.ca
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Business Card Ads:
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Drive Ontario offers free advertising to all who are
members of Drive Ontario, which includes EOPDS
members. Contact DriveOntarioClassifieds@xplornet.ca
to post an ad or view ads at www.driveontario.ca
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EOPDS Contact:
President:
Terry Olmstead
2950 County Rd 20, Kemptville, ON K0G 1J0
Email:

fairsteadstable@gmail.com

Telephone:

613-878-1472

Membership Notice: Participants in club events
must have a current membership. Send proof of
insurance with the signed renewal and waiver
forms (available at http://www.eopds.ca/ )

Vice President: Margaret Monnelly

Fees: Individual $30, Family $40

Wendy Huckabone

Chantal Laflechè

Maney McNeil

Judy Stevenson

Mail to: Regina Loubier, EOPDS Treasurer,
807 French Settlement Road, Kemptville, Ontario
K0G 1J0

Note that EOPDS has a Facebook page that can
be reached at:
https://www.facebook.com/EOPDS

Treasurer / Secretary:

Regina Loubier

Directors

Past President
William (Bill) Gardner

Send articles and classified items for the next
newsletter to:
Wendy Huckabone
Email: wendy.huckabone@ripnet.com

Some Carriage Clubs in Ontario
and Western Quebec
Eastern Ontario Pleasure Driving Society
http://www.eopds.ca/
Ontario Carriage Driving Association
http://www.carriagedriving.ca
Tri-County Carriage Association
https://www.tricountycarriage.com
https://ontarioequestrian.ca/

St-Lazare Carriage Driving Club
http://www.attelagestlazare.org/
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