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Presidents Message
That was the wettest year in the history of Ottawa.
Particularly in the spring when it seemed to rain steadily
for two months, then in the fall when the fields looked
like they usually do in the spring. We were forced to
postpone our clinic because no one had been able to start
driving their horses on the wet ground. Other drives
were postponed or cancelled, some in the planning
stages it was a poor year for driving a horse.
However, the year is not over yet and I expect a great
snowfall which will be great for my sleigh. When the
precipitation is in the form of snow, the more the better!
The snow also makes the holiday season seem more
festive and I hope all our members have a snowy time
outdoors with your or someone’s horses. I always try to
get Christmas cards with horse and sleigh themes on
them.
In the coming year I would like to see increased
cooperation between EOPDS and other driving venues
such as St Lazard in the east and the Tri-County
Carriage club and Ontario Carriage Driving Association
to the west. We have always tried to coordinate our
schedule with others but for the last few years we have
lost recognition and financial support from the OEF. We
could speak more strongly to the Ontario Equestrian
organization if the driving clubs in Ontario spoke with
one voice. Also, the Great Lakes Carriage Classic
pleasure driving show, described in this newsletter, is
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within reach of most of us for an international driving
show of the highest quality.
The Annual General Meeting will be held early in the
New Year. We will plan the schedule for 2018 and try
to ensure that weather alternatives to our events are
planned. We must make accommodation for our
changing climate.
I hope everyone has a wonderful holiday season with
your family and good friends. Merry Christmas and a
happy driving New Year!
Bill Gardner
President - E.O.P.D.S.

Merry Christmas!!!
and

Happy New Year!!!
to all our members and families

Happy Holidays!!!
Everyone!
The Great Lakes Carriage Classic
by Pat Wolfe
Photographs by Rebecca Grimes.
This past July, I took a trip to Clinton, Ontario, one hour
north of London, to the Great Lakes Carriage Classic
Pleasure Driving Show held at the Huron Reach
Equestrian facility. It was a six and a half hour drive
from Lanark. I went as a volunteer. I wanted to see
what the facilities were like and also to get to know
some of the organizers. I was very impressed with the
whole weekend and I’m planning on taking my pair to
the show next summer. I hope some of our club
members will join me. This year the show was two days
but next year it will be three days, July 6 to the 8, 2018.
Huron Reach is an excellent facility with indoor stabling.
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Gerben Steenbeek and 6 home bred Friesians delight the
crowd in the Saturday night Gala by first doing a dressage
test and then a cones course.
Carolyn Aarup of Meaford is driving her VSE Stallion
Foxlanes Wild Fire in Huron Reach’s large indoor arena.
You can see the excellent footing for driving.

There is plenty of room for parking and camping but no
hookups for water or electricity. I slept in the back of
my truck and the town chose that night to celebrate
Canada’s 150 with fireworks. The town held the
fireworks right on the grounds in one of the outdoor
rings, maybe a hundred meters from my bed. I had a
great view without lifting my head! I don’t think the
horses in the stable were quite as appreciative.
All arenas are fenced in and safe. The organization was
professionally run. The prizes were of high quality and
there were lots of them.

This year’s divisions were as follows:
JUNIOR;
SINGLE, horse and pony;
MULTIPLE, more than one equine to a turnout;
PARA-DRIVERS, documentation outlining the whip’s
restrictions must be submitted with the entry, at least one
week prior to show;
TENDERFOOT, turnout in first three years of showing;
TRAINING VEHICLE, working harness, neat/clean
clothing.
FOUR IN HAND, There may also be a four-in-hand
division which I hope to take part in.

Judi Morris, Puslinch, and her 10 H Shetland 14 year old
Gelding Tickle and Sharon Crawford MacKay from
Komoka and her 10 year old Half Welsh 10.3H Mare Tiny
Bit.

Anne Marie Anderson of Lucknow is in the outdoor area
with her Morgan/American Saddlebred 14 year old
gelding Windyways Hercules.

Every year a breed is showcased. This year it was the
Friesian. On Saturday evening, the well-known
Steenbeek family from St. Mary’s showed a six-in-hand.
The committee hasn’t yet decided what the 2018 breed
will be.

Gerben Steenbeek, of St Mary’s and 4 of his home bred
Friesians do the dressage test.
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Next year’s classes will include: TURNOUT,
WORKING, REINSMANSHIP, CONES, PLEASURE
OBSTACLE COURSE, WINNER TAKE ALL
SCURRY, UTILITY, MULTIPLE TANDEM OR PAIR,
FOURS,PARADRIVER, TENDERFOOT, VSE,
SMALL PONY, LARGE PONY, HORSE , JUNIOR
and DRESSAGE TESTS.
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Can Drive 2017: Part 1
by Regina Loubier

The Technical Delgate for 2018 will be Kali
Knickerbocker Mahler and the judges will be Jessica
Axelsson and Muffy Seaton.
Gerard Paagman and his Friesians

Left to right are this year’s officials: Jean McLean,
Hamilton, Show Manager; Valerie Williams, Waterdown,
Show Secretary; and Karen Schell from Pennsylvania who
presented awards throughout the weekend.

Show manager Jean McLean is looking for volunteers
for next year. With a longer show and the obstacle cross
country course, she will need more volunteers than she
had this year. I worked the Warmup Ring, making sure
everyone was lined up and ready to go. It was fun
helping the occasional person with a last minute safety
check before the driver entered the class. You can
contact Jean for an information package at
mclje22@cogeco.ca if you think you might be interested
in helping out.
For more information about the show, contact
www.tricountycarriage.com.

New Year's Eve 2016 - it was a quiet night at home.
You get to a certain age and going out to celebrate
doesn't have the same appeal. So while waiting for the
New Year's Eve countdown on TV, I was browsing the
internet. The CanDrive event has been on the EOPDS
Calendar of Events for the last few years and I have
checked their website a few times. The pictures are
fabulous and the description of the week's activities
looked fun. Mario and I were already planning a trip to
Richmond BC to visit family in the summer of 2017, so I
thought since we would be in the area, going to
CanDrive might work. I checked the camp dates and on
a whim I emailed the organizer Gerard Paagman (also
owner of Ideal Harness) to see if there was room for any
more participants.
And lo and behold, Gerard emailed me an hour later
(obviously a quiet night for him as well) with a reply.
He informed me that there were only a few openings left
and he expected them to fill up quickly. Checked with
hubby about how he felt about spending a week in the
BC mountains with bunch of carriage driving
enthusiasts. Being the good man he is, he said sure. So I
let Gerard know that we would be coming.
CanDrive is held on the House of Friesians farm owned
by the Paagman family. Gerard also owns Ideal Harness.
The farm is in the Purcell mountains just east of the
Rockies, close to the town of Invermere and about a 3
hour drive through Banff National Park southwest of
Calgary.
I later learned that Gerard is also one of the men behind
The Caravan Film - the story of a five month, 2,500 mile
trip by carriage drivers and riders which started Nov 1,
2014 in California and ended March 1, 2015 in Florida
where he drove his Friesians. And Hunger Games' fans
will be interested in knowing that some of his Friesians
were used in the film Hunger Games: Catching Fire.
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Anyways, the basic fee included meals for the week, a
lesson every morning with a different instructor,
presentations, clinics, organized driving/riding trips to
the lake, and opportunities to walk the cones and
obstacle courses with the clinicians. There is also a
photographer on site all week long taking photos of
which all the participants get copies of. Shared showers
and laundry facilities on site were also available. The
fee for the non-driving partner/helper is reduced but also
includes meals. You can arrange additional lessons with
some of your favourite instructors for an additional fee.
Accommodation options were camping, a room at the
nearby Panorama Mountain Resort or a simple bedroom
at the House of Friesians. We opted for the simple
bedroom which was located on the second floor of the
large barn for an additional charge. I also borrowed one
of their Friesians as trailering my horse cross country
would not be feasible. Borrowed horses are shared with
another participant and are an additional cost as well.
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Dining Hall

A bedroom

The Barn and central hub of action

Bedrooms, showers, laundry facilities, kitchen and
dining hall were located on the second story of the barn.
As we got closer to the date, Gerard would supply
further information and I would learn that I would be
sharing a horse and carriage with another driving
enthusiast from Texas. In total, there were 115
participants (drivers and helpers and children) including
two families with their children (one with 6 children and
another with 5 children) and their fjords from
Washington State. They had come well prepared with a
trailer filled with toys, comfortable seating, movies and
video games.

There were three other couples from Ontario (some with
their horses!) as well as folks from British Columbia,
Alberta, Saskatchewan, Idaho, Washington, Texas,
Florida, Virgin Islands, California, Colorado, Montana,
Netherlands, Wisconsin and Alaska (with horses) and
Arizona. I heard from many that this was not their first
time coming.
Gerard and his wife, Caio and their daughters Ster,
Tomba, Jambo-Ree ensured that everything ran as
smoothly as possible. And on top of it, the area was
going through a drought and Gerard was making sure
roads and sand rings were watered down to cut down on
the dust especially at the end of the week. Gerard looked
like he was running all the time and in his wooden clogs.
We rarely saw him standing still but he was always
smiling.
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This year's clinicians were:
Stacey Giere - from Ohio and heavily involved in the
American driving scene as a successful competitor,
trainer, and instructor
Sterling Graburn - from Kentucky and a three time
winner of the FEI North American Driving Challenge
and twice a US Champion and one time Reserve US
Champion. Competes with singles, pairs, tandems,
unicorns and four-in-hands in both Pleasure and
combined Driving.
Olof Larsson - originally from Sweden, now lives in
Florida. He was twice the Swedish National Champion.
He worked for and trained with the world renowned
Chester Weber and specializes in four-in-hand driving.
Josh Rector - lives in Virginia. At age 28, he was the
youngest driver nominated for the World Equestrian
Games and had also worked with Chester Webber. He
competes at an international level with his four in hand.
Ewoud Boom - from the Netherlands. He is a very
accomplished driver and was the Dutch Champion and a
FEI World Champion driving pairs.
Andy Marcoux - lives in Massachusetts. He is a very
successful carriage driver and also a licensed ADS
and CAA judge. He offers online classes on driving
related subjects which I believe many of us are
familiar with.
Melissa Boyd - lives in Michigan and is a licensed judge
for riding, ADS carriage pleasure driving, ADS
combined driving, driven dressage and a Fjord evaluator.
Barry Hook - Do I need to say anything about Barry! He
has hundreds of YouTube videos of horses he has trained
and of driving them on UK roads in rubber bits.
Sabien Zwaga - from the Netherlands. She is an
Inspector for KPWN (Netherlands Friesian Studbook)
and accomplished driver.
and last but not least Jeanette Veldboom - also from the Netherlands and an
accomplished driver (could not find anything more about
her successes online).
All the clinicians were fabulous people and worked so
hard through the week instructing us.
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The hallway to the bedrooms

The Friesians are rounded up after they escape from their
paddock! 2nd attempt!

Stay tuned for Part 2 in the next newsletter!
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Note that EOPDS has a Facebook page that
can be reached at:
https://www.facebook.com/EOPDS

Announcements
Announcing the Ontario Equestrian Federation has
now become Ontario Equestrian.
From OE News: “Richmond Hill, ONT. – After an indepth strategic review, the Ontario Equestrian Federation
is beginning a new, more member- focused direction as
Ontario Equestrian (OE). The Provincial Sport
Organization’s re-launch demonstrates that Ontario
Equestrian has refined its focus by providing relevant
programming to support equestrians at all levels of
participation. The purpose is to serve its 22,000
members more effectively. As part of its re-launch,
Ontario Equestrian is repositioning itself as “the
community for equestrian sport in Ontario”. This clearer,
more inclusive vision for the future is the reason why the
organization has decided to drop the word “federation”
from its name – without it, the tone of the organization
becomes more welcoming for all equestrians.
The updated logo is a visual representation of the most
important aspect of all equestrian sport: the horse. The
profile of a horse at the centre of a circle was created
using multiple intertwining circles, each representing
different equestrian communities and disciplines within
the Ontario Equestrian organization.”

The website has also been reorganized to perform as a
pathway for new and experienced equestrians alike.
When members, and future members, visit
https://ontarioequestrian.ca/ they’ll see a more
streamlined design and user experience. The more
concise navigation and content will help users get to the
information they need quickly and easily.
NOTICE: Limerick Forest now has some trails
which are wide enough for carriage driving.
The main paved road through the forest is
Forsythe Road. Typhair Trail (it is also a 911
route) runs off of Forsythe to Cooper Road. It is
wide enough for a carriage, and closer to the
Cooper end there are wide cross trails, recently
built. Worth checking out!

Some Carriage Clubs in Ontario and Western
Quebec
Eastern Ontario Pleasure Driving Society
http://www.eopds.ca/
Ontario Carriage Driving Association
http://66.49.173.199/Drive%20Ontario/OCDAHome.htm
Tri-County Carriage Association
http://66.49.173.199/Drive%20Ontario/TCCAEvents
.htm
Eastern Ontario Miniature Horse Club
http://easternontariominiaturehorseclub.ca/
St-Lazare Carriage Driving Club
http://www.attelagestlazare.org/
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Out and About
Social Drive September 11, 2017 at Greg
Williams Farm
by Wendy Huckabone
We were lucky again with beautiful weather - actually
turn a little warm in the afternoon. Thank you to Mr.
Greg Williams for the use of his farm. Mary Mulligan
presented Mr. Williams with a horse head plaque as a
thank you. The trails were lovely and there were quite a
few to travel on. After the drive – most people went out
together so that no one got lost on the trails – a social
potluck was enjoyed by the group with Kentucky Fried
Chicken, drinks and water supplied by the club. We had
10 hitches, 2 riders and 22 people at this drive. A thank
you to Regina Loubier for her help as well as Phyllis
Begg for keeping me company and helping put up the
canopy that Terry and Randy Olmstead supplied and put
up – without the canopy I am sure we would have
roasted somewhat as it was warm in the afternoon.
Below are some pictures of the drive:

Mary Mulligan presenting Mr. Greg Williams a thank you
gift of a horse head plaque.
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roadway so get little time bending if any. Both Mist and
I learnt a lot. Thank you Nicole. A big Thank you to
Phyllis Begg for her help, cooling down Mist and hosing
her off – she enjoyed it even the couple of bits of grass
she snuck. Thank you to Terry Olmstead for helping get
the harness corrected especially the bridle which Mist
was sure she was a giraffe when I went to put it on….
A thank you to Melissa Saunders for taking the pictures
of Mist and I driving as I couldn’t take my own pictures
LOL. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and learn a
lot at this clinic. It was nice to see some new members
at the clinic as well - Kudos. The club supplied drinks
which were really needed – it was a warm day. All in all
a very informative, helpful and lovely clinic. Thank you
to Terry and Randy Olmstead for all their hard work
before, during and after the clinic.

Nicole Cable Clinic September 16-17,
2017
By Wendy Huckabone
The weather was excellent for the clinic with Nicole
Cable as clinician and held at Fairstead Stable, owned by
Terry and Randy Olmstead. The venue was lovely and a
very pretty setting. Nicole Cable was very helpful to me
as my horse had not been driven but once in the last
eighteen months due to the fact that she had foundered
three times during that time. It was only within the last
week that I had been able to drive her so most of our
time was at a walk which was okay by me. My horse
was awesome as it was like she had been hitched the day
before…. What a lovely patient animal….I took away a
lot of information mainly on bending as I drive on the
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Cleanup in aisle 5 please!

All Done!
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Spectators!

Cleanup on aisle 1 Please!
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Christmas Party – Get Together
by Wendy Huckabone
On December 3, 2017 we had the Annual Christmas
Party / get together at Rideau Carleton Raceway. There
were thirty (30) people in attendance to take in the
festivities. We all enjoyed a buffet dinner and
coincidently, December 3rd was also Mary Mulligans
birthday. We surprised Mary with a slice of birthday
cake and a candle of course as well as singing her Happy
Birthday with the help of the servers. People got up
from the table as to mingle with each other, some even
betting on a few races. All in all it was a lovely evening
and thank you to Bill Gardner for making the
arrangements for the evening. Below are some pictures
of the event.

Mary Mulligan - her cake and candle with Maney McNeil
photograph taken by Bill Gardner
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Member Pictures

Marc Langevin at CDE in Blainville 2017. doing a
dressage test and came first... Congratulations! Picture
sent in by Marc Langevin

Hilary Beatty showing her 3 hitch donkeys in a Christmas
parade in Morrisburg, Ontario. Very festive –
Congratulations to all. Picture sent in by Hilary Beatty and
Larry Poirier

Mary Hume and Joker at Richmond. Picture sent in by
Mary Hume

Dorans schooling cones. Picture sent in by Hilary Beatty
and Larry Poirier
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Michelle Sparkes driving at Mian Farm 2017
photograph taken by Melvin Legge
Pat Wolfe and Jane Beall at Pakenham Parade Dec 2017.
Picture sent in by Pat Wolfe and Jane Beall
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Classifieds
(Please note that classifieds will be kept in newsletter for
four issues or removed by seller if requested)

For Sale: - Side Spring Pony Carriage for 13h-14h
pony. New rubber on the wheels. Excellent condition
and show ready. Very elegant. Box not included.
Located in Kemptville, Ontario 15 minutes north of the
US border at Ogdensburg NY. $3000 CDN Contact
Terry Olmstead 613-258-1472 or email at
fairsteadstable@gmail.com
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For Sale: - Cart - Wheels: 50.5" 57" apart
Shaft is 69" 38" at the widest 9" at the narrowest
Seat width 41"
Suitable for Clyde cross
Asking price $ 3,500.00
Contact Nadja Davidson at 613-836-2755 or
e-mail: nadja5@sympatico.ca
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Wanted: - Mini and/or small pony harness, carts or

For Sale: -

wagons. Will repair if required. Contact 613-292-6805

1) Walsh 60" fiberglass whip with a molded rubber
handle. $25
2) Fleece tail protector, new with tags, size medium 34
inches long - Fits 14.1 hand to 15.2 hand horse - $10
3) Metal slow moving vehicle sign (measures 14 X
~15.5" in size) $20
4) Bucket wrench to open supplement buckets, never
used - $10
5) Neoprene boot protectors, size small, probably fit size
5-8 boots, never used - $10
Contact Jennifer at rbluetrooper@gmail.com

For Sale: - McLaughlin road cart, circa 1900.
Completely restored ,never used since.
Asking $2000 dollars. For more information
Contact John at 905-648-1344 or
e-mail: john_sat@hotmail.com

For Sale: Vintage Irish jaunting car (aka side car, post
car, or jarvey depending on its purpose as a public
vehicle for hire or delivering mail to the outlying
districts in Ireland 100+ years ago, or for carrying
tourists in present day Killarney). Built in Smetwick,
England in 1893 and saw extensive use in Ireland before
finding its way to North America. Restored to its original
condition. Almost complete harness set included.
Asking price: $2000. Contact 613-863-0423 or
tioconnor@sympatico.ca
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For Sale: 4-seater Ralli Cart with curved shafts made
in 1885, in Montreal for a priest. Very good condition,
asking $3500. Fits horse from 15.2h to 17h. Contact
Hilary Beaty, 613-932-1445 or h.beaty1@gmail.com
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EOPDS Contact:
Drive Ontario offers free advertising to all who are
members of Drive Ontario, which includes EOPDS
members. Contact DriveOntarioClassifieds@xplornet.ca
to post an ad or view ads at www.driveontario.ca

William (Bill) Gardner, President
5318 Sand Rd.,
Vars, Ontario
K0A 3H0

gardner.eopds@gmail.com 613-835-9807
Membership Notice: Participants in club events
must have a current membership. Send proof of
insurance with the signed renewal and waiver
forms (available at http://www.eopds.ca/ )
Fees: Individual $30, Family $40
Mail to: Barry Beach, EOPDS Treasurer,
1894 March Road, Kanata, ON K2W 0G4

Telephone: 613-839-2127

Barry Beach
(Treasurer):

613-839-2127

Regina Loubier
(Vice President / Secretary): 613-258-4305
Directors
Samantha Guerin
Wendy Huckabone
Maney McNeil
Margaret Monnelly

613-894-8095
613-258-2961
613-347-2541
613-825-3853

Past President
Note that EOPDS has a Facebook page that can
be reached at:
https://www.facebook.com/EOPDS

Terry Olmstead

613-258-1472

Send articles and classified items for the next
newsletter to:
Wendy Huckabone
R.R. #1, 1001 Floyd Rd.,
Kemptville, ON
K0G 1J0
Email: wendy.huckabone@ripnet.com
Telephone: 613-258-2961
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